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Mississippi Catfish Estimating Procedures
All known catfish operators were contacted during the first half of January
by telephone and personal interview. Sound statistical methodology was
employed to derive the estimates from reported data. All data were
analyzed for unusual values. Data from each operation was compared to
the operation’s profile and to trends of similar operations. Data for missing
operations were estimated based on similar operations or historical data.
Estimates may be subject to errors such as omissions, duplication, and
mistakes in reporting, recording, and processing of the data. These errors
are minimized through strict quality controls in the edit and summarization
process and a careful review of all reported data for consistency and
reasonableness.

Catfish: Number of Operations, Water Surface Acres Used for Production, 2001-2002
and Total Sales, 2000-2001,  by State and United States

State
Number of Operations

on January 1

Water Surface Acres Used
for Production

During January 1 - June 30
Total Sales

2001 1 2002 2001 1 2002 2000 1 2001
Number Acres 1,000 Dollars

Alabama 270 240 24,400 25,900 81,617 69,965
Arkansas 185 195 36,000 38,000 65,737 65,306
California 49 42 2,400 2,200 8,705 8,365
Florida 38 45 680 880 1,296 1,327
Georgia 60 50 1,200 1,220 1,510 2,577
Illinois 16 15 260 260 344 309
Kentucky 30 70 260 400 1,254 1,097
Louisiana 80 70 13,300 12,100 32,976 26,207
Mississippi 400 395 112,700 111,500 300,303 260,852
Missouri 45 40 2,090 1,800 3,117 2,840
North Carolina 47 38 1,400 1,230 2,743 2,950
South Carolina 14 15 530 520 767 923
Texas 43 34 600 580 1,031 762
United States 1,277 1,249 195,820 196,590 501,400 443,480

1 Revised.
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Catfish Production: Water Surface Acre Usage
by State and United States, 2001-2002

State

Acres Intended for Utilization During January 1 - June 30 for- Acres Taken
out of

Production

During
Jul 1 - Dec 31,
Previous Year

Foodsize Fingerlings Broodfish

Currently Under
or Scheduled for-

Renovation
New

Construction
2001 1

Alabama 21,500 2,000 590 540 650 470
Arkansas 30,500 4,100 800 1,250 1,250 600
California 2,000 250 120 210 90 140
Florida 580 40 25 35 85 30
Georgia 920 150 80 100 50 70
Illinois 180 60 20 * * *
Kentucky 165 75 5 10 80 20
Louisiana 11,200 1,700 270 890 210 260
Mississippi 92,000 15,200 3,500 2,900 2,200 2,700
Missouri 1,350 600 85 60 75 95
North Carolina 1,200 140 45 25 85 80
South Carolina 410 75 30 * * *
Texas 350 190 45 20 * 30
Other States 45 290 15

United States 162,355 24,580 5,615 6,085 5,065 4,510

2002
Alabama 22,800 1,800 720 200 820 430
Arkansas 31,500 5,100 700 750 * 1,100
California 1,670 330 90 130 40 60
Florida 700 125 51 * 25 *
Georgia 930 190 80 5 15 70
Illinois 170 55 25 30
Kentucky 200 70 5 15 150 5
Louisiana 10,400 1,350 220 590 130 1,000
Mississippi 87,800 18,100 3,000 3,700 1,400 1,200
Missouri 1,160 560 45 45 15 25
North Carolina 1,030 145 40 20 30
South Carolina 390 85 30 * * *
Texas 220 80 40 30
Other States 20 100 55

United States 158,970 27,990 5,046 5,535 2,725 3,945

* Included in Other States to avoid disclosure of individual operations.
 1 Revised.



Page 3 of  8

Catfish: Number, Weight, and Value of Sales, by Category, 
Selected States and United States 2000-2001

State and
Size Category

Number of Fish Pounds Sold Value of Sales
Average Value

Per Pound

2000 1 2001 2000 1 2001 2000 1 2001 2000 1 2001
1,000 1,000 Pounds 1,000 Dollars Dollars

Foodsize
Alabama 64,900 60,000 113,000 115,000 77,970 67,850 0.69 0.59
Arkansas 48,000 51,600 80,000 94,000 59,200 59,220 0.74 0.63
California 2,300 1,850 4,450 4,160 8,455 8,154 1.90 1.96
Florida 1,150 1,400 1,850 1,700 1,221 1,071 0.66 0.63
Georgia 1,000 1,650 1,500 2,000 1,305 1,900 0.87 0.95
Illinois 135 120 235 209 282 257 1.20 1.23

Kentucky 570 460 1,150 910 1,219 1,001 1.06 1.10
Louisiana 25,200 29,000 44,000 40,000 31,680 24,800 0.72 0.62
Mississippi 271,500 255,600 380,000 381,000 281,200 240,030 0.74 0.63
Missouri 1,780 1,010 2,590 2,180 2,253 1,984 0.87 0.91
North Carolina 2,390 2,370 3,340 4,130 2,472 2,767 0.74 0.67
South Carolina 890 1,380 980 1,440 755 893 0.77 0.62
Texas 330 290 692 430 803 559 1.16 1.30
United States 420,145 406,730 633,787 647,159 468,815 410,486 0.74 0.63

Broodfish
Arkansas 40 45 160 165 117 111 0.73 0.67
Georgia 1 * 4 * 4 * 1.00 *
Mississippi 250 100 1,100 410 1,188 443 1.08 1.08

Other States 26 33 139 128 183 205 1.32 1.60
United States 317 178 1,403 703 1,492 759 1.06 1.08

Stockers

Arkansas 15,200 18,300 3,000 2,900 2,850 2,726 0.95 0.94
Illinois * 132 * 23 * 52 * 2.27
Georgia 300 * 30 * 51 * 1.70 *

Mississippi 35,800 42,400 2,920 3,530 3,037 4,059 1.04 1.15
Texas 360 350 99 90 149 153 1.50 1.70
Other States 14,642 4,291 2,089 2,046 1,563 1,428 0.75 0.70
United States 66,302 65,473 8,138 8,589 7,650 8,418 0.94 0.98

Fingerlings & Fry
Alabama * 36,200 * 1,600 * 1,920 * 1.20
Arkansas 111,000 123,800 2,100 1,900 3,570 3,549 1.70 1.71
California 1,570 2,160 43 50 132 147 3.06 2.93
Georgia 2,300 3,000 50 70 150 203 3.00 2.90
Florida * 3,500 * 110 * 220 * 2.00
Louisiana 11,400 * 360 * 1,260 * 3.50 *
Mississippi 577,800 805,700 8,130 10,200 14,878 16,320 1.83 1.60
Missouri 7,050 * 110 * 270 * 2.45 *

North Carolina 2,860 2,330 167 96 234 147 1.40 1.53
Texas 1,030 930 19 10 79 50 4.16 5.00
Other States 38,330 29,725 1,387 570 2,870 1,561 2.07 2.74
United States 753,340 1,007,345 12,366 14,606 23,443 23,817 1.90 1.63

* Included in Other States to avoid disclosure of individual operations.
1 Revised.



Page 4 of  8

Catfish: Inventory by Size Category, Selected States and United States,
January 1, 2001-2002

State and
Size Category

Number of Fish
Live Weight

Total Average Per Fish

2001 1 2002 2001 1 2002 2001 1 2002
1,000 1,000 Pounds Pounds

Large Foodsize
Alabama 1,090 2,850 3,500 8,900 3.2 3.1
Arkansas 1,600 2,540 5,300 8,350 3.3 3.3
California 380 270 1,470 1,000 3.9 3.7
Georgia 80 80 280 310 3.5 3.9
Louisiana 640 640 2050 1980 3.2 3.1
Mississippi 2,420 3,850 8,200 13,000 3.4 3.4
Missouri 165 175 590 600 3.6 3.4
United States 6,872 10,736 23,104 35,313 3.4 3.3

Medium Foodsize

Alabama 13,100 20,800 24,000 37,400 1.8 1.8
Arkansas 17,800 26,600 33,800 48,500 1.9 1.8
California 860 1,640 1,720 3,100 2.0 1.9
Georgia 400 560 800 1,130 2.0 2.0

Louisiana 6,500 8,700 12,400 15,000 1.9 1.7
Mississippi 46,900 44,700 85,300 82,900 1.8 1.9
Missouri 580 490 1,130 950 1.9 1.9

United States 87,926 105,877 162,340 193,485 1.8 1.8

Small Foodsize
Alabama 32,800 42,800 32,600 42,300 1.0 1.0

Arkansas 34,200 45,300 34,200 44,400 1.0 1.0
California 1,900 1,510 1,940 1,670 1.0 1.1
Georgia 930 930 950 970 1.0 1.0
Louisiana 13,900 11,400 12,900 12,100 0.9 1.1

Mississippi 150,200 179,800 153,100 177,400 1.0 1.0
Missouri 1,750 1,460 1,730 1,310 1.0 0.9
United States 239,655 287,381 241,538 284,496 1.0 1.0

Broodfish
Alabama 155 70 890 360 5.7 5.1
Arkansas 210 170 950 780 4.5 4.6
California 15 15 74 74 4.9 4.9

Georgia 20 20 100 100 5.0 5.0
Mississippi 860 800 3,950 3,800 4.6 4.8
United States 1,327 1,171 6,304 5,549 4.8 4.7

1 Revised.
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Catfish: Inventory by Size Category, Selected States and United States,
January 1, 2001-2002

State and
Size Category

Number of Fish
Live Weight

Total Average Per Fish

2001 1 2002 2001 1 2002 2001 1 2002
1,000 1,000 Pounds Pounds

Large Stockers
Alabama 29,000 35,600 13,300 15,600 459 438
Arkansas 55,600 45,800 17,500 14,000 315 306
Georgia 200 270 100 135 500 500
Illinois 110 43 22 9 200 209
Louisiana 8,500 8,500 4,050 2,950 476 347
Mississippi 263,900 217,100 106,400 83,800 403 386
Missouri 1,900 1,850 550 520 289 281
North Carolina 1,690 730 820 500 485 685
Texas 155 115 48 30 310 261
United States 362,113 311,086 143,209 117,995 396 379

Small Stockers
Alabama 31,000 37,200 3,200 3,400 103.2 91.4

Arkansas 85,600 69,500 7,700 6,450 90.0 92.8
California 2,310 2,300 207 245 89.6 106.5
Louisiana 19,200 20,700 1,380 2,400 71.9 115.9

Mississippi 337,500 230,300 31,900 21,600 94.5 93.8
Missouri 2,600 2,000 260 200 100.0 100.0
North Carolina 1,230 1,340 130 190 105.7 141.8
Texas 870 245 79 26 90.8 106.1

United States 483,174 365,292 45,130 34,643 93.4 94.8

Fingerlings

Alabama 57,000 53,000 2,350 2,400 41.2 45.3
Arkansas 167,000 197,000 3,900 3,850 23.4 19.5
California 4,350 7,350 106 225 24.4 30.6
Georgia 4,250 2,650 90 70 21.2 26.4

Louisiana 39,400 55,800 1,910 1,980 48.5 35.5
Mississippi 737,000 727,000 27,400 24,500 37.2 33.7
North Carolina 1,850 8,420 71 390 38.4 46.3

Texas 570 670 20 25 35.1 37.3
United States 1,023,533 1,066,400 36,230 33,732 35.4 31.6

1 Revised.
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Catfish Processors: Sales Volume, Average Price and Ending Inventory, 
United States, December 2000-2001

Item
Sales Volume Average Price Ending Inventory

2000 2001 2000 2001 2000 2001

1,000 Pounds Dollars Per Pound 1,000 Pounds
Fresh

Whole Fish 2,993 2,803 1.58 1.37 116 139
Fillets 1 4,099 4,489 2.81 2.55 336 455
Other 2 1,198 1,252 1.68 1.53 86 117
Total Fresh 8,290 8,544 2.20 2.02 538 711

Frozen
Whole Fish 877 809 1.99 1.92 661 730
Fillets 1 7,970 8,664 2.70 2.41 9,617 11,231
Other 2 3,615 3,618 1.55 1.54 2,782 2,325
Total Frozen 12,462 13,091 2.32 2.14 13,060 14,286

Total Fresh & Frozen 20,752 21,635 2.27 2.09 13,598 14,997

* Not published to avoid disclosure of individual operations.
1 Includes all products not already reported including weight of breading and added ingredients.
2 Includes regular, shank, and strip fillets; excludes any breaded products.

United States Farm-Raised Catfish: Quantity Processed and Prices Paid to Producers by
Major Processors, and United States Imports, 2000-2001

Month

Round Weight Processed Average Price Paid
 to Producers 1

Imports 
of Catfish 2Monthly Cumulative

2000 2001 2000 2001 2000 2001 2000 2001

1,000 Pounds Dollars Per Pound 1,000 Pounds

January 50,552 46,999 50,552 46,999 .744 .693 487 862

February 50,942 50,257 101,494 97,256 .788 .696 235 510

March 56,856 57,766 158,350 155,022 .789 .697 309 1,201

April 48,781 52,478 207,131 207,500 .789 .694 554 1,787

May 48,424 51,736 255,555 259,236 .785 .687 698 1,989

June 48,011 47,883 303,566 307,119 .786 .669 791 2,114

July 49,023 47,829 352,589 354,948 .760 .656 945 1,968

August 53,204 51,690 405,793 406,638 .741 .624 981 1,385

September 49,422 49,699 455,215 456,337 .727 .610 674 1,536

October 51,412 52,264 506,627 508,601 .710 .596 650 1,608

November 45,535 44,670 552,162 553,271 .696 .566 871 1,724

December 41,441 43,837 593,603 597,108 .682 .647 1,041
1 Price for fish delivered to processing plant door. Price includes charges for any services provided by the processing plant,

such as seining and hauling, but does not include adjustments based on year-end settlements.
2 Pounds of frozen boneless fillets. Data furnished by U.S. Bureau of Census.
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Catfish: Foodsize & Stockers Percent Sold by Point of First Sale
Selected States and United States, 2000-2001  1

State and Size
Category

Processor Fee-Fishing &
Recreational Use

Live Haulers Retail Other

2000 2001 2000 2001 2000 2001 2000 2001 2000 2001
Percent

Foodsize
Alabama 98 92 1 1 1 7
Arkansas 93 96 1 2 5 1 1 1
California 13 11 17 21 63 61 7 7
Georgia 48 60 16 9 10 * 10 * 16 12

Illinois * 80 46 * 48 * 12 *
Kentucky * 10 87 46 3 * * * 8 41
Louisiana 99 98 1 1 1
Mississippi 99 99 1 1
Missouri * 3 6 80 73 * 17 12
Texas * 8 20 43 * * 38 * 25 18
United States 95.1 94.3 .8 .7 .9 1.2 1.9 1.4 1.3 2.4

Other
Producers

Fee-Fishing &
Recreational Use

Live Haulers Government Other

2000 2001 2000 2001 2000 2001 2000 2001 2000 2001
Stockers

Alabama 97 100 3
Arkansas 93 92 * * * * *
California * * 45 10 * *
Illinois * * * 38 * 34 * * * 16
Mississippi 100 100
Missouri * 33 75 34 * * * *

North Carolina 100 100
Texas * 17 79 83 * 18
United States 87.3 86.8 8.3 5.1 1.1 7.3 2.6 .7 .7 .1

* Not shown to avoid disclosing individual operations.
1 2000 revised.

Foodsize Catfish Sold by Growers in Mississippi and the United States, 1988-2001
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United States Catfish Imports, 1976-2001 1

1 December 2001 Imports are not yet available. Imports shown in the chart above for year 2001 are for January-November only.


